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It depends...



Some PDFs are actually just images of the documents - so there isn't really any text data to copy. Other PDFs are created with copy protection to make it so that you can't directly copy the text.



I often just take a screenshot of those PDFs, crop the image, upload it to an image server (e.g. imgbb.com) and post the picture. Or sometimes I'll try transcribing a portion of the text and do a web search to see if someone has posted the actual text somewhere.



But many PDFs do have text that can be copied, so if you can't copy text from any of them, your browser or operating system may not be allowing it for some reason - try different browsers and/or devices to troubleshoot.



Here's a PDF you should be able to copy text from:



https://www.justice.gov/storage/US_v_Trump_23_cr_257.pdf
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OCR is notorious for adding typos. What's the best available?
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We use tesseract. Can't say it's the best, but occasional typos haven't been a problem.
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One suggestion I've seen is combine Tesseract with Google's Cloud Vision OCR.
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Thanks and thanks. Usually I want to 'scrape' tables of numbers. The "occasional" typo is actually a problem.
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